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Another Battle Begins!

Our fight for a fair go and fair treatment for the residents and ratepayers of the Bay Islands has now entered into a new phase. In response to our last flyer which was letterbox dropped to most island residents, Mayor Hobson asked for a meeting. The meeting took place on Monday 29th September in the presence of Mayor Hobson, her assistant, Mr Stevenson (new CEO) and me, Mark Edwards. It was a cordial meeting in which we presented our positions and discussed ways to move forward. On the 1st October, I faxed the Mayor the following letter which outlines what I believe were the outcomes of the meeting. Frank Bradley delivered a similar speech to the last Council General meeting however to date of printing we have not received a reply.
Dear Mayor Hobson,

Thank you for our meeting on Monday together with Mr. Stevenson. I wish to confirm with you the following points that I brought out from the meeting and ask that you confirm if you share this position.

I believe the core issues that came from the meeting were as follows:

· The islands need to have more ownership in determining the development outcomes on the islands and the outcomes may be different to what the council currently perceives.

· The rate of infrastructure development has been slow and we need to look at ways to better deliver infrastructure and services in an agreed timeframe that is achievable. 

· Council communication with the island residents is inadequate and a new approach and format is needed that will improve the flow of information to a wider base. 

· The islands have had unfair treatment for 35 years and that we need to begin the task to rectify the inequity. This will not be achieved overnight; however a new process must commence to gain genuine outcomes in the future that are needs based and meets broad based island expectations.

I was assured at the meeting that the Council would like to achieve these outcomes and be achievable within council’s ability to deliver. 

Talk is the easy step of any meeting and the difficulty and true test is in the implementation of processes that identify and address the issues of concern. One meeting does not produce a magic bullet to address all the islands needs, nor should there be any expectation that it does. However what now follows that will prove if the council has the intent, will and fortitude to commence a process that will in vigour a new relationship with the islands. 

I welcome further discussions to view in more detail the council’s current future vision for the islands and form a process which becomes more inclusive of more island residents and ratepayers to have a voice on what is important to them, why it is important and how these issues can be addressed in an agreed timeframe.  The major step will be acting on these initiatives to achieve these outcomes. There have been attempts by the council in the past to garner island support however I believe these have been too narrow focused, been perceived as council driven and not island owned and have included a narrow base of views. It appears to me that the council has been unaware of many of the island community dynamics and how certain actions, no matter how well intended, have resulted in the exclusion of many who would like to share their voice.

I am fighting for what I believe is a just cause to address the needs of the islands and to deliver infrastructure and services that have been lacking and overdue for 35 years. We require a new partnership with Council that may deliver outcomes that satisfy the majority of the issues that island residents and ratepayers harbour. A new relationship that is based on understanding and consensus above the political level to deliver everyday facilities that the mainland takes for granted. 

I look forward to your reply and hopefully the commencement of small steps along a path of reconciliation and delivery of tangible outcomes.

Yours faithfully,

Mark Edwards

Our Great Debate is to be held this Saturday 18th October at 1:00 pm. Whether or not the Council attends, that WILL NOT STOP US! We are used to being ignored so we will carry on the event regardless and include a “Have Your Say!” where you will have the opportunity to record what is important to you, what you want to see happen and what you don’t want to see being continued. We can record the outcomes and present them to the Mayor to see if there is any action in their words.

Let’s leave the politics out and concentrate on the substance of improving standards and conditions on the islands that reflect what the island residents and ratepayers want. Let us give Council a record of what you want, not what they say you want. This meeting is our meeting and not a Council controlled meeting. Let us take the fight right up to Council and show them we won’t back off, we refuse to take leftovers after the mainland and we refuse to continue to be a milking cow!
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THE GREAT ISLANDS DEBATE & HAVE YOUR SAY!

Don’t sit back and take it! Come and have your say!
This flyer written and produced by Mark Edwards and Frank Bradley.
Postal address P.O. Box 165, Russell Island QLD 4184
Photocopying courtesy of John English’s office
Where: Russell Island Community Hall (Located near the jetty)


When: Saturday 18th October, 2008


Time:  1:00 pm


FREE ADMISSION – COME ALONG!


Are the Bay Islands Redland City Milking Cow?











