Like most of you, I have an interest in these special islands and I like being here. But what I don’t like is the way the islands have been treated for the past 35 years by the council, the State Government and every government department.
I have had enough. I have had enough of paying more in rates and receiving less from the Council. I have had enough of funding the mainland. For 35 years the council has taken more money from the islands than they have returned and used our money, your money, to improve the infrastructure and services of the mainland and have the gall to say this is fair. From the 11,000 plus rates that the islands pay, we are being short changed millions of dollars every year. The Council have also allowed for the island rates to be increased another 40% in the future which will give the council another $5 million dollars to take from your pockets to spend on the mainland. How can a system that takes from those in most need and gives to those that have more than us be fair? The councillors will give you spin and hope that you will go away. Councillor Townsend sent me a letter on the 9th September and said “The budget has always been set on the basis of population rather than rates and I doubt if this will ever be changed”.  How about spending based on need? Or how about halving our rates instead? Councillor Townsend also wrote that island lifestyle should not be equal to mainland infrastructure. 
The Council know we don’t have any real political power, not when Redland Bay has the numbers to decide who should represent the islands. The councillors know this and they think the islands have no political power. I had a meeting with the Mayor and CEO two weeks ago and I was left with the impression that they want to help, want to do more, and are on our side. When I faxed the Mayor to put this in writing she ignored me. Nothing. But I won’t go away. The new CEO complained that in his first 3 weeks 40% of his time was dealing with island issues. Doesn’t that tell you something? That there are problems? If the CEO thinks he is busy with island problems now then I can only see the problems getting worse.
I know you are sick and tired of being treated like second class citizens. Just because you live on an island does not mean we should live with 3rd world conditions. How dare they tell us what the island lifestyle should be when what they really mean is keep paying your rates and accept less in return?
I am lucky because my house is on a one lane sealed road with no gutter and no path, and I am lucky. But I get angry that my neighbours and many of you have to put up with choking dust from the gravel and pot holed goat tracks that the council call roads. I have had enough. I would like to see a councillor live with their house, their car and inside their house layered in a blanket of dust every time a car drives by. The Mayor is very, very lucky. I understand she has a house on Barramundi Street Macleay Island, interesting that this road is being sealed in the current budget. I would like the Mayor to explain why this is the case.

Do you worry that your children have to walk on the road because the footpaths are non-existent? Is it better for a child to be hit by a car than to provide us with useable footpaths? Must be, because that is the lifestyle the council says we deserve!
Or try parking your car near the ferry during the week. Or better still on the mainland where they provide only a fraction of the spaces needed. And then for good measure the council hit you for parking fines to generate more money to be spent on the mainland. That’s what you deserve. I’ve had enough! 

It would take a bit to convince me the council does not have a hidden agenda to make our lives as difficult as possible, in every area. We have a new supermarket here that has only come about because of the efforts of the previous council. Just ask the developers. In front of the bakery there is a small area with table and chairs that many people enjoy. Not Barbara Townsend, she has recorded in the council minutes that she supports it to be removed. No outdoor seating for islanders, we don’t deserve it! Stand up or go away. Her reasoning concerns trenching. Councillor Townsend, instead of taking things away from us how about giving us something, like sewerage as she promised before the election! 

I’ve had enough. I’ve had enough of council taking away, making life difficult for us and giving less to us because we live on islands. Have you had enough?
If our population was a mainland town, we would have much more. Tully is a town in North Queensland. It is only 40 minutes from Innisfail which is a large town. Tully has a smaller population than the islands but it has services and infrastructure that we can only dream of. They have a hospital, a high school, all their roads are paved, they have sewerage, large shopping centres and many services for people such as care for the elderly, optometrists, dentists everything you’d care for. The same can be said for small towns all over Australia that have a population similar to ours…but what do we get, dusty roads, and difficult transport. Is our council here to rob us or help us? 
Today is an important day for us in many ways. Because today clearly tells us where we stand in the eyes of the Council. Only a few hours ago, the Mayor, our elected councillor and the Council’s CEO held a private function on this island to celebrate the official opening of OUR pool. First of all they have a private function with our rate money instead of inviting all of us who have paid for the pool. I hope our Councillor did not try to take credit for the pool as I recall she was totally opposed to it. The Mayor may take credit for the council providing the pool when we had to pay for most of it by a rate levy, a levy that no other rate payer in Redland City has had imposed on them. And now this is the biggest thing, they have been asked for over two months to attend this forum and have ignored our numerous faxed requests. Only this week did the Mayor have her Secretary telephone to say she is unable to attend. They were already on the island! Is the Council is telling us we aren’t even worth talking to? The Mayor could have arranged for someone else to come on her behalf, she could have at least spent 5 minutes with us. They may be in office to represent the people of our City, but I don’t believe they truly represent me or any of you.  

Should we can stand still and keep taking this? Why should we have to pay levies for things that the mainland gets for nothing? We don’t need more empty promises from Council that they will deliver. We need to take the fight to a new level. We need to become political and take them on at their own game. We need to organise and lobby every councillor in their own electorates. We need to make them aware that we can be a force! We need to start now to make their lives as difficult as they have made ours until we receive fair treatment. And we also need to focus on State and Federal levels in an organised way that will send them the message that we are standing up, not lying down and we won’t be taking it any more. We need to get motivated, get angry and get organised. Their only way out is if we let them out by being divisive amongst ourselves.  I know that my views may not be shared by all of you but I am sure that most of you agree with some of the things I am fighting for. We all have our own ideas of what is most important, what needs to be done most urgently, but we must not let that get in the way of the bigger fight, the fight for justice, our dignity, equality with the mainland.
So finally, I believe we have many issues, many problems and they need to be solved. They need to be looked at and addressed quickly, not in the next 20 or 30 years, but now. I am angry about the dust, our roads, our footpaths, parking, transport, health services, sporting fields, parks, social care, sewerage, street lighting, and hundreds of other needs that are just ignored. What little money we get is wasted buying small blocks of land. I am outraged to have to pay more and get nothing while our money improves the mainland especially as we have so little. I am sick of the Council stopping development that can provide jobs and improve our lives and I am stunned that our Council thinks that this is a fair and just way to treat us. 
Now is the time for us to stand up and force change. Now is the time to organise ourselves and fund a war chest to publicly take on every local, state and federal politician who thinks it right that we continue to pay more and get less back. We need to take our struggle to the mainland, in the politicians own back yard, with the media and make merry hell! 
I have had enough! Have You!
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