THIS IS ONE OF THE SPEECHES MADE TO COUNCIL ON WEDNESDAY 27th AUGUST, 2008

Thank you Councillors for allowing me to speak. 
I believe there is a fundamental right that all rate payers share equally in the burdens and benefits that support the operations of our wonderful city. I am sure you would agree however it appears that the complexity of the recent Operational Plan and Budget has created a situation where the Southern Moreton Bay Islands are paying more and receiving less.

There are approximately 100,000 rates issued by the city council wherein about 10% of these come from the islands. Please remember that the rating formula currently used brings the islands on par with the mainland.

The cash funding for the City is $208 million and proportionally over $20 million of that should be spent on the islands, but it isn’t.

Let me give you a couple of examples. Page 14 of your budget states that 53% of the income ($143 million) is to be spent on essential services. But only $382,121 is being spent on the Bay Islands. We should receive $14 million at least. For Community Health & Well Being $60 million is allocated to the City yet the Island receives only $2 million instead of $6 million.

Under Land Use, of the $16 million allocated $2.7 million is listed for island use. However the islands pay an additional rate levy and use existing acquired land for this funding. Why should the islands pay twice for this?
There is a Natural Environment allocation of $16 million of which the Islands contribute over $900,000. As there are neither koalas nor surveyed natural environment issues on the islands, it is unlikely these funds will be spent on the islands. Also, under Economic Prosperity $2,650,000 will be spent in the City but none on the islands.

Ask yourself this, would you accept your street to be unpaved, no gutters or paths? It sounds more like a 3rd world settlement. An “island lifestyle” should not equal a 3rd world life style. The islands pay more but get less and are being treated unfairly.
What I am saying today is not just an opinion; it is fact, backed by your own council documents. When you were voted into office it was on the trust of the people of the Redlands that you would deliver a fair and balanced approach in managing our city. How can you consider a situation where the islands pay more than what they receive as fair? In Councils own budget papers you state that SMBI rates may increase up to 40% in the future whilst the mainland will only have a majority increase of 12%. Is this fair? Not only do the islands receive less than their fair share now but they will also have to pay more in the future?
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Now is the time for you to judge in your own conscience, as a representative of all rate payers, should the cost of our city be fairly balanced for all? Are you prepared to stand up and show you are a long term representative of our City and not be coerced into an unfair budget? Now is the time, support what is right and just and change this budget. We will not go away; this is just the beginning until we are treated fairly. 
 WE MUST CONTINUE TO DEMAND FAIR TREATMENT FOR OUR ISLANDS! 

PLEASE SUPPORT FUTURE ACTION FOR OUR FAIR SHARE OF FUNDS.
LET US CHALLENGE OUR LOCAL COUNCILOR TO SUPPORT THE ISLANDS!

